
1 955/04/28 


* » ' • 

WING TELEGRAlb bepartment of State 


10 


■SECRET- 


:tion 

FE 


fo 

RMR 

SS 

G 

SP 

C 

EUR 

R 

P 


FROM! SAIGON 

TO: Secretary of State 


Control : 
Rec’d : 


15099 

APRIL 28, 1955 
3:44 A.M. 


NO: 


4854, APRIL 28, NOON 


\ 

A- 


t) 


PRIORITY 


SENT DEPARTMENT / 4854, REPEATED INFORMATION PRIORITY PARIS 1259 
EMBASSY TELEGRAM 4853 REPEATED PARIS 1258 

1. ELY ON HIS RETURN FROM HAIPHONG, WHERE HE REPORTS ALL 
GOING SMOOTHLY, CALLED ME IN NIGHT APRIL 27 TO REITERATE 
AND EMPHASIZE HIS SENSE OF EXTREME URGENCY THAT SOME MOVE 
BE TAKEN BREAK TENSION AND REMOVE DIEM. I HAVE NEVER 
SEEN ELY SO WORKED UP. 

2. AS REGARDS GENERAL SITUATION ELY CANNOT CONCEIVE OF ANY 
SOLUTION WHICH WOULD INVOLVE RETAINING DIEM WHICH WOULD NOT 
LEAD TQ POSSIBLE CIVIL WAR OR AT BEST CONTINUED STALEMATE, 

WITH VIET MINH ULTIMATE VICTORS. RE IMMEDIATE SITUATION 

IN SAIGON, HE MORE THAN EVER FEARFUL OF RAPIDLY MOUNTING 
WAVE ANTI-FRENCH FEELING WHICH HE CONVINCED BEING SPARKED 
BY DIEM AND CAN LEAD ONLY TO AGGRAVATION OF SITUATION OVER 
NEXT MONTHS NO MATTER WHAT SOLUTION IS REACHED. U.S. 

^t2 E u, ECI S ION uithout eurther delay ke S4YS OR ACCUMULATED 

AND GRIEVANCES, REAL OR FANCIED, WILL BREAK LOOSE. 

uh?S E dSc T TAKE PLACE PRI0R MAY WHICH IS KEY ^TE FOR a 
WHICH PRESENTLY RELATIVELY QUIESCENT SECT FRONT WAITING. & 

ELY BELIEVES THAT IF ACTION NOT TAKEN BY: MAY 1, VARIOUS 

GROUPS WILL TAKE SITUATION IN OWN HANDS, NOT ONLY IN SAIGON ^ 

BUT PROBABLY IN NKATRANG AND PHAN RANG. COMMENT: WE HAVE 

HEARD SEVERAL REPORTS THAT DIEM SUPPORTERS ARE URGING VNA 

TROOPS LOYAL TO DIEM IN PHAN RANG AREA TAKE TO BUSH FOR 

GUERRILLA ACTIVITIES AGAINST ANTI-DIEM ELEMENTS. 
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